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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

2. Claims 1-50 are currently pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1,19, 26, and 44 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claims 1,19, 26, and 44 recite the limitation "the neighboring node" in the limitation 
with the phrase "an acknowledgement of receipt of the first message by the neighboring node" in 
each claim. Specifically, the preamble of each claim states that the invention is operable on one 
or more neighboring nodes so therefore it is unclear which neighboring node is being referred to. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in these claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-9, 12-34 and 37-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent Number 6,721,899 to Narvaez-Guarnieri et al.. 

8. As to claim 1 , Navaez-Guarnieri teaches a method for a network node connected to one 
or more neighboring nodes in a network to acquire link state information from one or more 
neighboring nodes, the method comprising: transmitting a first message from the network node 
to a first neighboring node, the first message referencing dummy link state information that 
includes link state information not referenced in a link state database included in the first 
neighboring node (col. 4, lines 16-44, the term dummy information is interpreted based on the 
applicant's specification at page 16, lines 10-14); receiving a second message from the first 
neighboring node, the second message referencing dummy link state information, the second 
message corresponding to an acknowledgement of receipt of the first message by the first 
neighboring node (col. 4, lines 16-44, Navaez-Guarnieri uses IS-IS messages and 
acknowledgements are inherent to IS-IS messaging systems); receiving one or more link state 
packets form the neighboring node, the one or more link state packets corresponding to network 
link state information (col. 4, lines 16-44). 

9. As to claim 2, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the network 
node is ignoring the second message (col. 4, lines 16-44). 

10. As to claim 3, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the first and 
second messages are IS-IS messages (col. 1, lines 11-17). 
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11. As to claim 4, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the first message 
is a Complete Sequence Numbers Packet (col. 4, lines 16-44). 

12. As to claim 5 5 Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the second 
message is a Partial Sequence Numbers Packet (col. 4, lines 16-44). 

13. As to claim 6, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising 
transmitting a third message form the network node to a second neighboring node, the third 
message referencing dummy link state information (col. 4, lines 16-44). 

14. As to claim 7, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 6, further comprising 
transmitting a fourth message from the network node to the first neighboring node, the fourth 
message containing no reference to dummy link state information and directing the first 
neighboring node to transmit link state information not referenced in the fourth message to the 
network node (col. 4, lines 16-44). 

15. As to claim 8, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising 
receiving link state information and populating a link state database with the link state 
information (col. 4, lines 16-44). 

16. As to claim 9, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising using 
the link sate information to generate a routing table (col. 4, lines 16-44). 

17. As to claim 12, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches a method for a network node in an network to 
request link state information from one or more neighboring nodes, the neighboring nodes 
coupled with the network node, the method comprising: maintaining in persistent storage 
information identifying one or more neighboring nodes (col. 4, lines 16-44); restarting the 
routing control protocol, wherein restarting the routing control protocol clears a link state 



Application/Control Number: 09/844,420 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2142 

database (col. 4, lines 16-44); transmitting heartbeat messages to one or more neighboring nodes, 
the heartbeat message containing information from persistent storage identifying the one or more 
neighboring nodes to indicate that the network node is alive (heartbeat messages are inherent to 
IS-IS messages, see section 1 . 1); transmitting a first link state information request message to a 
first neighboring node, the first link state information request message referencing dummy link 
state information that includes link state information not referenced in a link state database 
included in the first neighboring node (col. 4, lines 16-44); and transmitting the second link state 
information request message to a second neighboring node, the second link state information 
request message referencing link state information (col. 4, lines 16-44). 

18. As to claim 13, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 12, further comprising 
receiving a partial link state information request message from the second neighboring node, the 
partial link state information request message referencing dummy link state information, wherein 
receipt of the partial link state information request message acknowledges that the second 
neighboring node received the second link state information request message (col. 4, lines 16- 
44). 

19. As to claim 14, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 12, wherein transmitting 
the second link state information request message occurs after transmitting the first link state 
information request message (col. 4, lines 16-44). 

20. As to claim 15, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 12, wherein the first 
message is a Hello message (col. 4, lines 16-44). 

21 . As to claim 16, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 12 wherein the second 
message is a complete sequence numbers packet (col. 4, lines 16-44). 
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22. As to claim 17, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 12, wherein a message 
being Partial Sequence Numbers Packet (col 4, lines 16-44). 

23. As to claim 18, Navaez-Guarnieri teaches the method of claim 12, further comprising 
generating a routing table with the link state packets from one or more neighboring nodes, 
wherein the routing table is generated when no link state packets have been received for a 
predetermined period of time (col. 4, lines 16-44). 

24. As to claims 19-25 and 44-50, they have similar limitations to claims 1-7 and are rejected 
for the same reasons as claims 1-7. 

25. As to claims 26-34, they have similar limitations to claims 1-9 and are rejected for the 
same reasons as claims 1-9. 

26. Claims 1-9, 12-34 and 37-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent Number 6,820,134 to Zinin et aL 

The applied reference has a common assignee and inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing 
under 37 CFR 1 . 132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived 
from the inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an 
appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

27. As to claim 1 , Zinin teaches a method for a network node connected to one or more 
neighboring nodes in a network to acquire link state information from one or more neighboring 
nodes, the method comprising: transmitting a first message from the network node to a first 
neighboring node, the first message referencing dummy link state information that includes link 
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state information not referenced in a link state database included in the first neighboring node 
(col 7, lines 32-51, the term dummy information is interpreted based on the applicant's 
specification at page 16, lines 10-14); receiving a second message from the first neighboring 
node, the second message referencing dummy link state information, the second message 
corresponding to an acknowledgement of receipt of the first message by the first neighboring 
node (col. 8, lines 14-25); receiving one or more link state packets form the neighboring node, 
the one or more link state packets corresponding to network link state information (col. 7, lines 
32-51). 

28. As to claim 2, Zinin teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the network node is ignoring 
the second message (col. 7, line 66-col. 8, line 13). 

29. As to claim 3, Zinin teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the first and second 
messages are IS-IS messages (col. 7, lines 20-31). 

30. As to claim 4, Zinin teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the first message is a 
Complete Sequence Numbers Packet (col. 7, lines 20-31). 

31. As to claim 5, Zinin teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the second message is a 
Partial Sequence Numbers Packet (col. 7, lines 20-31). 

32. As to claim 6, Zinin teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising transmitting a 
third message form the network node to a second neighboring node, the third message 
referencing dummy link state information (col. 7, lines 5-19). 

33. As to claim 7, Zinin teaches the method of claim 6, further comprising transmitting a 
fourth message from the network node to the first neighboring node, the fourth message 
containing no reference to dummy link state information and directing the first neighboring node 



Application/Control Number: 09/844,420 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2142 

to transmit link state information not reference in the fourth message to the network node (col. 7, 
lines 32-51). 

34. As to claim 8, Zinin teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising receiving link 
state information and populating a link state database with the link state information (col. 7, lines 
32-51). 

35. As to claim 9, Zinin teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising using the link sate 
information to generate a routing table (col. 7, lines 32-51). 

36. As to claim 12, Zinin teaches a method for a network node in an network to request link 
state information from one or more neighboring nodes, the neighboring nodes coupled with the 
network node, the method comprising: maintaining in persistent storage information identifying 
one or more neighboring nodes (col. 7, lines 32-51); restarting the routing control protocol, 
wherein restarting the routing control protocol clears a link state database (col. 7, lines 32-51); 
transmitting heartbeat messages to one or more neighboring nodes, the heartbeat message 
containing information from persistent storage identifying the one or more neighboring nodes to 
indicate that the network node is alive (col. 7, lines 20-31, Zinin teaches the use of IS-IS 
messages and heartbeat messages are inherent to IS-IS messages, see section 1.1); transmitting a 
first link state information request message to a first neighboring node, the first link state 
information request message referencing dummy link state information that includes link state 
information not referenced in a link state database included in the first neighboring node (col. 7, 
lines 32-51); and transmitting the second link state information request message to a second 
neighboring node, the second link state information request message referencing link state 
information. 
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37. As to claim 13, Zinin teaches the method of claim 12, further comprising receiving a 
partial link state information request message from the second neighboring node, the partial link 
state information request message referencing dummy link state information, wherein receipt of 
the partial link state information request message acknowledges that the second neighboring 
node received the second link state information request message (col. 7, lines 32-51). 

38. As to claim 14, Zinin teaches the method of claim 12, wherein transmitting the second 
link state information request message occurs after transmitting the first link state information 
request message (col. 7, lines 32-51). 

39. As to claim 15, Zinin teaches the method of claim 12, wherein the first message is a 
Hello message (col 7, lines 20-31). 

40. As to claim 16, Zinin teaches the method of claim 12 wherein the second message is a 
complete sequence numbers packet (col. 7, lines 32-51). 

41 . As to claim 17, Zinin teaches the method of claim 12, wherein a message being Partial 
Sequence Numbers Packet (col. 7, lines 32-51). 

42. As to claim 18, Zinin teaches the method of claim 12, further comprising generating a 
routing table with the link state packets from one or more neighboring nodes, wherein the routing 
table is generated when no link state packets have been received for a predetermined period of 
time (col. 8, lines 14-25). 

43. As to claims 19-25 and 44-50, they have similar limitations to claims 1-7 and are rejected 
for the same reasons as claims 1-7. 

44. As to claims 26-34, they have similar limitations to claims 1-9 and are rejected for the 
same reasons as claims 1-9. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

45. Claims 10-11 and 35-36 are objected to as.being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

46. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-50 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

47. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas B. Blair whose telephone number is 571-272-3893. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8: 30am- 5pm Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Douglas Blair 
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